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FROM THE 
PRESIDENT

Richard P. Walt 
J. David Reynolds Co.

AIPRO emerged from 2019 on a 
good path. We finished the year 
in the black and had a positive 
legislative session. Our new 
annual meeting format was well 
received by all. We had the wind 
in our sails and were planning to 
build on this success…then 2020 
happened.

With already low commodity 
prices in the early part of the 
year there was a price war…then 
a supply shock…then world-
wide demand destruction from 
Covid-19. All plans were out the 
window. AIPRO did what we all 
did in our lives and businesses. 
We adapted and got to work.

We concentrated on the things we 
could do. We kept our members 
informed. We worked with our 
State agencies cooperatively 
looking for areas where we could 
lessen regulatory burden while 
maintaining environmental and 
human safety. We continued 
to engage all stakeholders on 
our property tax issues. We put 
together a virtual annual meeting 
program that gave value to our 
members.

Our Arkansas Energy 
Rocks! continued its role in 
educational outreach. New 

online offerings and remote 
workshops replaced our 
normal in-person student 
and teacher format. Our 
STEPS program continues to 
emphasize worker safety in 
our new world.

We endured. We are still in the 
black. We look to the future and 
hope for a return to normalcy 
and as we all search for this 
equilibrium, AIPRO will continue 
to serve the immediate and 
future needs of our industry.

Since its birth, AIPRO has strived 
to serve the Arkansas oil and 
natural gas community with a 
unified voice. It has been my 
honor to work with our staff, 
board, and members for the 
betterment of our industry as 
AIPRO continues its mission. 

I credit the past leadership and 
membership for building the 
foundation, sustaining it in these 
very hard times, and now pushing 
this organization into its future. I 
wish President-elect Andy Miller 
another successful tenure.

Thank you,

WE LOOK TO THE FUTURE 
AND HOPE FOR A RETURN 
TO NORMALCY AND AS 
WE ALL SEARCH FOR THIS 
EQUILIBRIUM, AIPRO WILL 
CONTINUE TO SERVE THE 
IMMEDIATE AND FUTURE 
NEEDS OF OUR INDUSTRY.
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EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR’S

MESSAGE

Rodney Baker
Executive Director

As this year is ending, we are 
grateful for this state and this 
industry. And as if weak markets 
were not enough, the pandemic 
brought new challenges and 
experiences. We have changed how 
we do business, how we educate, 
how we interact with others, and 
how we guard our health. We have 
survived it by working together 
and looking ahead. There is light 
at the end of the tunnel if we 
continue to work together. AIPRO 
is proud to represent this industry 
and looks forward to a better and 
stronger new year.

In the spring, after oil prices went 
negative for the first time ever, 
AIPRO worked with the Governor’s 
office, Arkansas Oil and Gas 
Commission, and attorney Alan 
Perkins to support emergency 
orders designed to prevent the 
waste of oil and gas resources. 

Congress began rolling out 
new programs designed to aid 

businesses and their employees 
due to shutdowns and layoffs. 
AIPRO provided daily industry 
news and coronavirus updates via 
email to make members aware 
of economic relief programs and 
public health information.

To enhance the oil and natural 
gas community’s presence in the 
political arena, AIPRO increased 
funding for the Arkansas Energy 
Political Action Committee (PAC) 
in 2020. Through this PAC, our 
community was able to support 
state-level candidates who have 
been supportive of our industry 
over the years in the primary 
and General Election. This is 
a valuable resource and one 
that all AIPRO members should 
consider supporting with your 
contributions. 

Although we were unable to 
meet in person for the AIPRO 
Annual Meeting in the fall, the 
Program Committee developed 
an outstanding virtual meeting 
agenda that featured two of the 
brightest minds in the energy 
sector, a respected national 
political strategist, and key elected 
officials. The Governor kicked 
off the annual meeting which 
also featured U.S. Rep. French 
Hill, AOGC Director Larry Bengal 
and introduced Sandra Cawyer, 
new director of the Arkansas 
Assessment Coordination Division. 
AIPRO successfully sought to 
provide a high-quality virtual 
meeting experience for those who 
participated in the two-day event 
via Zoom.

With schools closing for in-
person instruction in the spring 
and limiting outside visitors this 
fall, the Arkansas Energy Rocks! 
program adapted to provide 

online versions of its presentations 
and join classrooms virtually to 
ensure that our positive messages 
reach students. The Arkansas 
Energy Rocks! website has been 
updated to better serve teacher 
and students. Additionally, 
the Arkansas STEPS program 
continued its email newsletter 
and met virtually to provide safety 
training for the industry.  

Advocacy will be a central theme 
for our activities in 2021. The 
upcoming legislative session 
promises to have additional 
challenges due to social distancing 
and limited space during 
committee meetings and any 
place where legislators gather. We 
expect the industry will continue 
to encounter issues involving 
property taxes due to lower county 
tax collections and possibly 
legislation proposed to impact 
how gas royalties are paid.  AIPRO’s 
Tax and Governmental Affairs 
Committees will play an integral 
role in these efforts. Additionally, 
with the changes at the national 
level in the Administration and 
perhaps the Senate, we anticipate 
an increase in regulatory activities 
by federal agencies throughout the 
coming years.

It is AIPRO’s purpose to promote 
a healthy business environment 
for our industry, protect members’ 
interests in the public policy arena, 
provide education and outreach 
programs, and offer networking 
opportunities.

We appreciate the support of our 
members and look forward to 
working with all of you in the year 
ahead.
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THANK YOU, AEEF DONORS!
The Arkansas Energy Education Foundation thanks the following 
donors for supporting its outreach and education efforts in 2020:

Arkansas Oil and Gas Commission
Flywheel Energy, LLC

American Petroleum Institute
Lee-Spears Operating LLC

Mission Creek Resources, LLC
Corley Trust, LLC

The program started the 2019-2020 
school year off with a bang, visiting 
48 schools before winter break. 
Between January 1 and March 10, 
2020, the program presented to 17 
more schools. Then, the coronavirus 
pandemic hit. Eighteen schools 
had been scheduled but had to be 
canceled. By that point, the program 
had already reached approximately 
7,800 students in Arkansas.

The Arkansas Energy Education 
Foundation board met and 
requested that the program find 
a way to continue to reach kids. 
Program Director Paige Miller 
adapted three presentations—one 
for young elementary, one for 
middle/junior high school and one 
for high school students—and added 
a voiceover and animation. The 
presentations were uploaded to a 
private YouTube channel and links 
were sent to teachers, principals and 
Gifted and Talented coordinators 
across the state.

Offering content that was easily 
accessible online was greatly 
appreciated and we know hundreds 
and possibly thousands of students 
watched the presentations online.  

After the CDC and state guidelines 
were published for the 2020-2021 

school year, the program 
director spent the summer 
revising the presentations and 
learned how to use Google 
Classroom, Zoom and WebEx 
to do the presentations live 
over the Internet. 

In early September, 
the program director 
sent a message 
to all of her usual 
audiences offering 
the presentations 
remotely. 

While it has been  
challenging and the program has 
had a slower-than-normal year, 
presentations have been given 
at 11 schools this fall, seeing as 
many as four different classes at 
each school.  

The private YouTube channel is 
still available for students to watch 
from home. Since the fall semester 
started, the program has reached 
an estimated 2,600 students and 
many schools are booked for 
presentations between January and 
May.

The program plans to host a Teacher 
Energy Education Workshop in the 
summer of 2021.

ARKANSAS ENERGY ROCKS! 
ADAPTS TO ONLINE LEARNING

Arkansas Energy Rocks! created online 
versions of its presentations and 
uploaded them to a private YouTube 
channel for use in classrooms. The 
above images are excerpts from the 
presentation for grades 3 through 5.

ARKANSASENERGYROCKS.COM



ANNUAL MEETING GOES VIRTUAL 
AIPRO’s Program Committee developed an outstanding program of speakers 
for the virtual 12th Annual Meeting, October 27 and 28. Participants 
received a convention box designed to provide a successful virtual meeting 
experience. 

Featured speakers included author and philosopher Alex Epstein and Colin 
Fenton, with TPH Commodities. Also, BIPAC Senior Political Analyst Jim Ellis 
provided a 2020 election outlook. Rounding out the program were Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson, who kicked off the meeting, U.S. Rep. French Hill, Arkansas Oil 
and Gas Commission Director Larry Bengal and new Arkansas Assessment 
Coordination Division Director Sandra Cawyer.

“Because we met virtually, we had the opportunity to bring in high-profile 
speakers and deliver value to AIPRO members,” said AIPRO Executive Director 
Rodney Baker. “This program brought some of the best minds in the energy 
industry to the table to provide a road map for an ever-changing landscape.”

The Arkansas Energy Education Foundation presented its Arkansas Energy 
Rocks! Outstanding Educator Award to El Dorado teacher Jennifer Griffin, and 
the Arkansas STEPS Network honored Charles McFarland, with Merit Energy, 
for his work in health and safety.

The meeting concluded with recognition of AIPRO President Richard Walt, 
with J. David Reynolds Co., for his leadership as president, and election of 
new officers and board members. AIPRO also recognized Walter Dueease and 
Pat Shields for their service on the AIPRO board.

AIPRO thanks the sponsors, Program Committee, participants and speakers 
for making the organization’s first virtual meeting a success!

2020
OFFICERS & BOARD
President 
Richard P. Walt 
J. David Reynolds Co.

Secretary 
Andy Miller 
Flywheel Energy, LLC

Past President 
Michael J. Callan 
Stephens Production Co.

ARKOMA BASIN 
Bill Hanna 
Hanna Oil & Gas

Howard Vernon 
Toklan Oil and Gas Corp.

SOUTH ARKANSAS 
Nathan Caldwell 
Weiser-Brown Operating

Chris Rogers 
Mission Creek Resources

Neil Walker 
3G Energy

FAYETTEVILLE SHALE 
Justin W. Cope 
Flywheel Energy, LLC

Bob Manthei 
XTO Energy

Dan Zilmer 
Merit Energy Company

1401 W. Capitol Ave., Suite 440
Little Rock AR 72201
(501) 975-0565  |  www.AIPRO.org

AIPRO Secretary Andy Miller (left) recognizes 
President Richard Walt (right) for his leadership.

Author and philosopher 
Alex Epstein addressed 
The Moral Case for Fossil 
Fuels in 2020 during the 
AIPRO Annual Meeting.

Thank you to our 
generous sponsors 
for their support of 
the virtual annual 
meeting.


